
Religion, philosophy and ethics

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Philosophy Society is run at lunchtime on a 
weekly basis. Here students can engage in 
discussion on a wide variety of philosophical 
topics beyond the syllabus, both with their 
peers and Sixth Form students who help run 
the sessions.

Students are encouraged to enter the 
department philosophy essay competition 
which is run once each term, as well as external 
competitions when they become available.

Who teaches it?

Religion philosophy and ethics is taught by a team of three subject specialists with a wealth of 
experience in both the maintained and independent sectors.

Ms Meuleman is the Head of Department. She gained a Bed (English, history and theology) in 
Belgium before moving to the UK and holds a BA Humanities (Hons) from the Open University, 
specialising in philosophy and Spanish. She has a special interest in Ancient Greek Philosophy 
and Eastern Religions.

Mr Bownass studied Classical Studies and Philosophy at Bristol University. In Classical Studies he 
developed an interest in Roman politics and economics; and in Philosophy focused on political 
philosophy. He is particularly interested in Islam and world history.

Mrs Scott holds a CertEd and Med from Oxford University. She is particularly interested in 
Philosophy of Religion, theatre and choral activities, and is a committee member of Oxford RSCM.

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE RPE:
96% at 9-7  
100% at 9-6

FACT FILE

What will you learn?

Religion philosophy and ethics in Year 9 provides the 
opportunity to consider the role of religion in British 
society, Christian and Buddhist approaches to the 
origins of life, the use of animals, the value of human life 
and environmental issues. Students will explore 
different beliefs, discuss moral dilemmas and develop 
their analytical skills.

How is the subject taught?

In Year 9 students are taught in their form groups for 
two periods a week. At GCSE students are taught in 
small groups for three lessons a week. The department 
uses a wide range of teaching methods and multimedia 
resources; students are given the opportunity to carry 
out independent research, work collaboratively and 
engage in debates. Discussion based work is central  
to our teaching as we work to encourage students to 
formulate their own opinions on the contemporary 
moral issues of the day.

What do students say?

“RPE GCSE introduces the importance of asking 
questions rather than simply responding to 
answers. The curiosity I developed during the 
GSCE course led me to want to explore the 
deeper issues at A-level.” 

“Studying RPE at GCSE sparked my interest in 
the subject and opened up a new way of 
thinking for me.”

“Having such a comprehensive syllabus means 
that we learn a lot about different cultures and 
we learn about many topical issues.”

Current Specification: OCR J625/01, J625/04, J625/06
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/240547-specification-
accredited-gcse-religious-studies-j625.pdf


